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(Registered under the Trade Unions Act 1926, Registration No: 727/MDS)

State Bank Buildings, St. Mark’s Road, Bangalore – 560 001

CIRCULAR NO.16
                           DATE: 27.02.2013 
TO ALL AFFILIATES/MEMBERS: 
OUR NORTH EASTERN CIRCLE ASSOCIATION HELD ITS 

ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING IN A GRAND STYLE

Our North Eastern Circle Association held their Annual General Body Meeting at Guwahati in a grand manner on 24th February, 2013. Nestled in the picturesque green landscapes and surroundings, the Guwahati Medical College Auditorium wore a welcome look. The tastefully decorated hall, with flowers of many hues and colours provided an ethereal ambience, with cool breezes, setting the stage for yet another milestone in the history of SBIOA (North Eastern Circle). The venue of the 26th Annual General Body meeting was named after Com.R.N.Godbole, former General Secretary, AISBOF and AIBOC. The stage was dedicated to Com.K.P.Deb Mancha, the former General Secretary of SBIOA (NE Circle). Com.Srikant Deka and Com.S.K.Mukherjee, President and General Secretary, SBIOA (NE Circle) offered floral tributes to the portraits of Com.R.N.Godbole and Com.K.P.Deb before commencement of the programme.

2.
Attended by a large number of delegates, observers, invitees, and the guests, the Conference was given a flying start by hoisting the flag of the Circle Association, amidst sky hitting slogans of SBIOA (NE Circle): Zindabad, AISBOF:Zindabad. All the comrades who had assembled for the flag hoisting were ushered into the sprawling Auditorium which was jampacked with comrades brimming with the spirit of trade union fervor.

3.
The programme commenced with a mellifluent invocation song sung by the students of SBIOA Public School, Guwahati. The Chief Guest for the conference, Com.Satanjib Das, President, Eastern Zone Insurance Employees’ Association, Com.D.T.Franco Rajender Dev, General Secretary, SBIOA (Chennai Circle), Com.K.B.Bhowmick, General Secretary, SBIOA (Bengal Circle), Com. Soumya Dutta, President, SBIOA, Bengal Circle, Com.K.Nagaraja Shastry, Secretary, AISBOF and AIBOC.  Com.Shymal Chakraborti, General Secretary, SBI Pensioners’ Association, Com.Bipul Deb Sharma, General Secretary, SBI Staff Association (NE), Com.Mukti Agarwal, President, SBISA(NE), Com.M.A.Sattar, Secretary, AIBOC, Assam State Unit, Com.Srikant Deka, President, SBIOA (NE Circle), Com.Samir Mukherjee, General Secretary, SBIOA (N.E Circle) were led to the dais by offering flower bouquets, amidst chanting of SBIOA (NE Circle):Zindabad, AISBOF:Zindabad.

4.
Extending a warm and hearty welcome to the distinguished guests, delegates, invitees and members who had thronged the conference venue from every nook and corner of seven states of N.E region, Com.S.K.Mukherjee, gave a brief account of the developments of the region and told amidst thunderous applause, the stellar role played by the members of SBIOA (NE Circle), in ameliorating the economic problems of the region; under the banner of SBIOA/AISBOF. The Conference in its business session will focus its attention on all the issues affecting the region as well as the members of the Circle Association. 

5.
Leaders on the dais were requested to inaugurate the Conference by lighting the lamp. Com.Satanjib Das, President Eastern Zone, Insurance Employees’ Association in his inaugural address, informed the house that the General Strike of 20th and 21st February, 2013 was a great success. The strike was an emphatic expression of disillusionment of the working class on the neo liberalisation policies pursued by the UPA Government at the Centre. Explaining in a lucid style the adverse impact of the neo liberalisation policies of the Government, he decried the Government’s policies to allow FDI in Insurance, Pension Fund and Multi – brand Retail Sector; the amendments to Banking Regulation Act and declared that all these measures will definitely affect our economy, banking sector, Insurance Sector, retail business sector adversely. The neo-liberal policies have lead to jobless growth, created a wide gap between the haves and have nots, more number of multi-millionaires amidst rising poverty. The global recession triggered by the USA, is pervading the whole world and the worst sufferers are the developed European countries. Luckily for India a strict regulatory mechanism put in place by RBI and the Public Sector character of Insurance, Banking, Financial Companies, saved us from the onslaught. Notwithstanding the awareness of the people in power about all these shattering developments, their pursuit of neo-liberal policies by the Govt., is beyond anybody’s comprehension. We the captains of Trade Union Movement will not allow the neo-liberal policies to eat into our vitals through exploitation by the MNCs. Highlighting the various factors responsible for the backwardness of North Eastern Region, he declared under thunderous applause that the Public Sector undertakings and Public Sector Banks will continue to play a vital role for the overall economic development of the region as hitherto.

6.
He gave a clarion call to all the Comrades to stand united and resist the efforts of the Government in pushing forward their neo-liberalisation agenda, which is totally ill-advised, anti-people and anti-national. 

7.
Com.D.T.Franco Rajender Dev, General Secretary, SBIOA (Chennai Circle) and Vice President, AISBOF, recalling his service in the North Eastern Region in 1978, he declared amidst thunderous clapping that he is proud to be amidst his old comrades with whom he had the opportunity to work at the threshold of his career in the Bank. Explaining in detail about the cancerous impact of globalisation on the Latin American countries, especially Mexico, where the economy stands in ruin, he pleaded for retention of the Public Sector character of the banks, he emphasised the need to bring all the old generation Private Sector Banks under Public Sector, nationalization of big industries, etc., as is being done in USA.

8.
Decrying the recent policy declaration of RBI on opening of Commercial Banks by Corporate Houses with initial capital of Rs.500 crores, he explained as to how the measure is going to affect the Public Sector Banks. It is a covert effort to denationalize the Banks. Quoting the case of Sri.Vijay Mallya, who is not paying taxes, not paying salaries to his staff and not paying dues to Bank, though being a Rajyasabha Member, speaks volumes for the people in power, playing with our sound banking, legal system. He quoted the cases of Centurian Bank, Global Trust Bank, which were started with initial capital of Rs.100/- crores collapsed like house of cards on account of corporate mismanagement. Hence, this move of the Government needs to be resisted with all force at our command.

9.
Deliberating on the 10th bipartite settlement and the Charter of Demands submitted by UFBU informed the house about the recent meeting of UFBU with IBA on 22nd February, 2013. UFBU has taken a common stand on all the issues and the IBA negotiating team has assured a negotiated settlement within a time frame. Though Khandelwal Committee has advocated Bank wise settlements, because of stiff opposition to this by all the Unions in the Banking Industry, there will be industry level settlement only. Next meeting is scheduled to be held on 4th March, 2013 and all the figures required for discussion are ready and further negotiations will continue with all vigour and this time there will be a better wage revision. However, IBA will put forth their counter demands such as CTC, Outsourcing etc., and he gave a call to be in preparedness to fight back such moves on part of IBA.

10.
Referring to the Special Allowance paid by the Central Govt. and the other Public Sector undertakings in North Eastern region, he pleaded that the same should be paid to all the Bank employees working in the North Eastern region, whether they are local people or outsiders.

11.
Deliberating on the disturbed industrial relations atmosphere in the Bank, he gave in a sequential order all the events right from November, 2011 till date including slapping of charge sheets, victimisation of office bearers by putting them under Rule 19(3), transferring them to far off places etc., by invoking section 36AD of Banking Regulation Act. The Managements highly provocative stand by filing a case in the Mumbai High Court to declare our strike action in the wake of CNC at Patna as illegal, holding peaceful demonstrations as illegal etc., spoke of the narrow view of the Management on our legitimate rights. The constitutionally guaranteed rights like holding demonstration is treated as a heinous crime, SBIOSR which should be invoked when frauds are committed is being slapped on the Office bearers which shows the high handed approach of the Management and their intolerant attitude towards our legitimate demands. He hoped that wise counsel will prevail on the Management functionaries and peaceful IR atmosphere will be restored at the earliest. The Associations and the Federation will continue to play their co-operative and collaborative role in meeting the corporate goals and objectives, notwithstanding highly provocative stand of the Management. He gave a call to the Members to be in readiness to encounter the offensives of the Management by resorting to strike action; even if it is to go on a strike for two days. The strike action of 20th and 21st February, 2013 was a big success and for future strike programmes UFBU will serve the notice and not the individual Federations. He gave a call to Scale – IV and V Officers not to be carried away by the overt or convert threats of the Management.

12.
He concluded his speech with a call to all the members to stand united under the banner of AISBOF and the ultimate victory will be ours. There was thunderous applause for Com.Franco’s speech.

13.
Com.Shymal Chakraborti, President, SBI Pensioner’s Association, Assam offering felicitations to the Conference on behalf of the SBI Pensioners’ Association, expressed his anguish over the unpleasant developments that have taken place in State Bank of India. Once an ideal Management, it is sad to note that today the Management of SBI has flouted all structured, bilateral forums and has created an atmosphere, where the Officers and employees are terrorized. This is not a good sign for any organisation in a dynamic situation. He wished the Conference all success.

14.
Offering his felicitations to the Conference Com.Biplab Deb Sharma, General Secretary, SBISA(NE) complimented the rank and file in the Banking Industry for making the two days strike on 20th and 21st February, 2013; a big success. Declaring that, holding peaceful demonstration is a fundamental right and the trade union activities in an organisation are constitutionally guaranteed rights. Suppression of the trade union activities through a reign of terror is not good for any organisation. We have to fight unitedly to protect and defend our trade union rights. Both of us will have a co-ordination to fight the onslaught of the Management and SBISA (NE) is with the Federation in all its fight against the atrocious stand of the Management. He wished the Conference all success.

15.
Com.Soumya Dutta, narrating the recent unpleasant developments in SBI, gave a call to all the members to maintain unity and made an appeal to Scale IV and V Officers to respond to the call of the Association or Federation wholeheartedly, because it is only the Association or the Federation which will protect their interests. He wished the Conference and the business session all success.

16.
Com.M.A.Sattar, Secretary, AIBOC, Assam State Unit, expressed his deep anguish over the continuous attack on trade unions and trade union movement in the country. This development is a result of the neo-liberal policies pursued by the Government. One should not forget the constructive role played by the trade unions in the nation building process. He hoped that cordial industrial relations atmosphere in State Bank of India will be restored as early as possible. He assured the whole hearted support to the Federation as well as SBIOA in all their struggles to defend trade union rights. He wished the Conference all success and hoped there will be meaningful and fruitful discussions on various issues confronting all of us in the business session.

17.
Com.Srikant Deka, President, SBIOA (NE Circle) delivering his Presidential address, deliberating on the unsavoury developments in SBI, felt that the clouds of mistrust between the Management and the Federation will melt as early as possible and the era of peaceful industrial relations atmosphere, which has been the bedrock of success story of SBI will usher in to take this great Institutions to still further heights of glory. He thanked all the speakers for their gracious presence and deliberating on the trade union movement in the Banking Industry. 

18.
Com.Sanjib Sen, CC Member, SBIOA (NE Circle), proposed vote of thanks. Com.Sibanand Kakoty, CC Member, SBIOA (NE Circle) beautifully compered the programme.

19.
With this our North Eastern Circle scripted another glorious chapter in their history and we congratulate Com.Samir Mukherjee, Com.Srikant Deka, General Secretary and President, and the vibrant and enthusiastic team of volunteers, who made the Conference a big success.
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With greetings, 

  
(D.S.RISHABADAS)
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